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An Eventful Week 


This has been an eventful week - eventful in many ways, 
A fine sail to San Benedicto, then a passage to Socorro, 
when that lonely but beautiful island proved to have no‘ 
whales, and the discovery of many Singing humpbacks here would 
have been quite enough. But all this was far overshadowed 
by the affair of the lost mountain climbers. 


The Affair of the Lost Mountain Climbers 


The story of this event as told by Jeff Gilbert, former 
Student and current deckhand, follows: 


_A Day's Hike 


"The population of Socorro consists of a Mexican naval 
detachment of about 100 plus 100 civilians who are building 
a naval air strip. Hoping for REGINA's people to have a 
chance to explore the island, George Nichols, REGINA's master, 
went ashore to gain the necessary permission... He was met 
by the friendliest of island people whose Commandant, Captain 
Esparza not only gave us complete freedom of the island, but he 
even went so far as to plan for us a day's hiking in the 
central mountain, Cerro Everman, to be followed by a lamb 
roast at the day's end. | 


"We began our day ashore with a long truck ride, high 
into the mountains, that brought us to the start of our climb. 
But for the 12 that would make it to the top after a two and one- 
half hour scramble, it was also the start of a test of 
endurance and survival that lasted nearly 30 hours. 


The Ascent Goes Well 


"Our climbing party consisted of 11 REGINA people and a local 
guide. All went well with the ascent which took only slightly 
longer than the planned two hours. Coming down was another 
matter. Our first wrong move came when we ventured off our 
original track to inspect a hot sulphur vein whose vent-off 
steam and striking yellow color had caught our eye on the way 
to the summit. This sent us down on a course not only in the 
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wrong direction to reach our starting point, but also through 
the northeast quadrant of the island, an area with the thickest 
vegetation and the worst obstruction the island could acted, 3 
offer. 


Afternoon Turns into Evening 


"As the afternoon wore on, we became convinced that we 
were lost and when the sea was finally sighted, an «hour 
before sunset, a familiar rock we had seen on our way to 
the island told us that we were on the wrong end, up north 
instead of down south. | 


A Long Cold Night 


"At this time George and Scott Young, the third mate, 
had relieved our guide of his duties and made the decision 
to camp for the night while everyone was still unhurt, rather 
than risk injury in the dangerous terrain which consisted of 
loose rolling lava rock and deep holes, alternating with 
areas of such dense vegetation that it was impossible to chop 
a path through it. 


"An hour before dark a camp site was found under a tree 
clear of brambles and land crab. We quickly began gathering 
firewood and building a wind break in the hopes of warding 
off at least some of the cold mountain winds. — bed 
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of sharp. lava. rock made sisenine next toxwinmrossible —_ 
while the cold, made worse by the lack of sakaunte clothing, 


kept the party alert. Needless to say, the night was of 
extreme length. | 


Fighting the Jungle 


"We began our journey down to the sea once again as soon 


as the rising sun produced enough light for us to see. But 


it was to be a long trip as our gallon jug of water was 
almost empty. and our food consisted of only a few remaining 
"sour balls. After five long hours of ‘fighting the jungle, 


. chopping our way through dead thickets and creeping around 


dry waterfalls 100 feet high, we were able to see the beach 
close by. The decision was made then that Scott and the guide 
should make for the airport along the shore to bring help 

by way of the sea, while the remaining men and women descended 
to the beach. 


Rescue! On the Second Night 


"Finally upon reaching the beach, a nap, a wash inthe cooling 
salt water, and a drink of water which came from an uncontaminated 
puddle, did much for all. Then, as sunset neared, we again 
prepared for a night ashore. A fire and’a windbreak were built, 
when suddenly a.tuna fishing boat rounded the northern point 
of our cove, spotted our fire, and sent a boat in for the rescue. 
REGINA was not far behind, and moments later we were back 


to the security of our ocean going home and the rhythm of the sea." 
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Good Companions to be Lost With 


I have nothing to add, except that one could not ask 
for a better crowd to be lost with than: Scott Young, third mate; 
John Anderson, cook; Jeff Gilbert, deckhand;: Miguel, guide: 
and Ron Treichler, Harold Smith, Judy Siddall, Stacey McGee, 
Mike Eberhardt, Jim Klein and Peter Valunas, students. 


Throughout a difficult time there was never a complaint, 
a blame, a hesitation, or a fear expressed. Nor could 
anyone have asked for a greater effort towards rescue than 
was staged by our Mexican friends. The island was scoured 
by more than 100, fires, caches of food and blankets were 
distributed, and the shore searched by launch and by REGINA. 
The only reason we were not found sooner was that all agreed 
we could not possibly be on the northeast shore. The terrain 
there made travel nearly impossible. It was nearly, 
but not quite correct! 


Sincerely, 


Dr. George Nichols, Jr 
Master, r/v REGINA MARIS 


KKERESHORE NEWS % #24248 


Charles Jurasz, who will be scientist on r/v REGINA MARIS 
during Expedition #16, is currently aboard for the 
study of humpback whale: songs in the Revillagigedo Islands. 
In addition, he has with him 8 students from his 
advanced science program which he conducts in the Juneau, Alaska 
school district. 


These young people have studied marine mammal biology 
all year under his supervision, and this trip is the culmination 
of their study. Eath student will be involved in his or her own 
special research project in connection with the research 
being conducted during Expedition #13. 


The trip was financed in part by fund raising drives 
the students conducted which netted generous donations from local 
merchants in all parts of Alaska as well as the Board of 
Education of that state. In addition Mr. Jurasz has donated 
the salary paid to him by Ocean Research and Education Society 
and Ocean Research and Education Society also matched this 
donation to enable these gifted youngsters to take 
part in the expedition. 


This is the first time that we have had students of this 
age group on board and we hope to set a precedent for 
future programs of this kind. From all reports so far it has 
been a sucessful and rewarding experiment. 


Sincerely, 


Henk Van Beever 
Managing Director 
Relief Master, 

r/v REGINA MARIS 
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The California Grey Whale 


This baleen whale is also known as "Devil 
Fish" and is found primarily in the waters 
off California. It has a grey mottled skin 


reaches a length of up to 50 feet, and can 
weigh 40 tons at maturity. 
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